Pencil Pouch Tutorial

This simple pouch is 7 3/4 inches wide and 4 inches tall.
The pouch is unlined so heavier fabric is best: denim,
sportswear, canvas and similar. Any fabric with stretch in
it is not good for this design, likewise light-weight fabric is
not desirable. The closure is a vinyl zipper, preferably a
12 inch zipper. Embellishments are fun, like iron-on
patches, contrasting fabric added to the bottom, or
whatever you might like. Except for the zipper, seams
are 3/8 inch.

What’s Needed:









Heavy fabric, 1/4 yard. (You can also recycle old jeans!)
12 inch zipper, matching your fabric color.
Matching thread
Fabric scissors
Marker for the template
Sewing pins
Sewing machine using a jeans or heavy needle
Templates—last page of this tutorial.

Step 1: Trace the Template & Cut Out
Using a pencil or fabric marker, trace the outline of the template onto your fabric. To save
time from tracing the template twice, arrange your fabric right side to right side. Them trace
the template, pin the two layers together and just cut out once. If you fabric has a specific
pattern you must follow, then just trace and cut out individually.
Step 2 (Optional): Embellishments
A. If you wish to add a bottom to the pencil bag in a
contrasting fabric, see the shorten pattern template
at the end of this tutorial. Fold the top ¼ inch down
on the added fabric piece. Iron the top fold, keeping
it straight. Then pin the addition to the right side of
the pouch piece and sew around the overlap very
close to the edge. Do the same on the next piece.
B. Iron-on patches are fun! Make sure that they are
not too large for all the seams. To iron on patches,
use an ironing cloth—just a piece of cotton fabric—
so that the iron doesn’t scorch or melt the patches.
You can also hand tack the patches down with
sewing needle and thread.
Step 3: Adding the Zipper
First you need to know about sewing machine zipper feet. See
the picture—F is a regular sewing foot. E is the zipper foot: it is
narrow and short. Use the zipper foot for your sewing machine.

Pin the zipper to the pouch, with the raised part of the zipper face down on the right side of
the pouch fabric. Pin the middle of the zipper to the middle of the pouch. Here’s were a
longer zipper is more desirable—it’s much easier to work with. With your zipper closed,
repeat on the other pouch part.

Lay the two halves of the pouch right side up and
press the seams on either side of the zipper—just
don’t keep the iron on the zipper teeth-they could
melt. Once ironed down a bit, do a quick top seam
on either side of the zipper.

Step 4: Sewing the Pouch
Once you’ve got the zipper attached, fold the bag
over with right sides together and the zipper up on
top. Yes, the excess zipper will be longer, but that’s
okay. Really! Unzip the zipper about halfway
down.

Pin all around the edges of the pouch—starting and
stopping with the zipper at both ends. Using a 3/8 inch
seam, sew around the edges of the pouch. You will sew
over the zipper at both ends, forward and reverse a
couple of times with your sewing machine—it can take it!
This is why you used a vinyl zipper and not a metal
zipper.

Clip off the extra zipper ends and trim excess. You can zigzag stich the raw edges if you
like. Just be careful not to cut into your seam line. I’ve used pinking shears to take away
the bulk around the bottom corners. The pouch should lay flat.
Step 5: Turn Out.
Because you’ve unzipped the top zipper, you can turn out the pouch through the zipper
opening. Neaten it all up, cut any stray threads and press the seams flat. If you need to
trim any bulk, you can do it here too.
Step 6 (Optional): Zipper Pull
Since we are using standard vinyl zippers, those zipper heads are small. You can a zipper
pull by using jewelry charms, tie a bit of ribbon through the zipper head or anything else
you might want. It’s just got to be strong enough to survive a lot of use.

Created by Karen Ellis
July 29, 2019

