
 

Algorithm for Determining Presence of COVID Exposure, Need for Testing and Return To 
Work Restrictions

Was There An Exposure?

Definition of Exposure

1. Source Patient is Positive or Test Pending AND
2. There was a PPE Breach1 AND
3. Close Contact (<6’) AND
4. Either: 

a) Prolonged (>10 min) OR
b) Extensive Bodily Contact OR
c) Aerosolized procedure in
     the same room in last 3 hours

NOTES: 
1) A contact of a contact is NOT an exposure 
2) Symptomatic = Fever OR cough/dyspnea 

Symptomatic?

Yes

Yes No

No

Self-Quarantine
Self-Monitor

14 Days

Test 

Positive?

Return To Work
No restrictions

Return of Symptoms 
In Next 14 Days

Retest

Self-Isolation/Monitor

Return To Work
After day 14 of 
self-isolation

Negative?

Return To Work
When Fever-Free

72 hours AND
7 Days Since Onset

AND
Cough Improvement

Return To Work
24 hours  fever-free
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Symptomatic?

No Yes



 

aThere risk category for these rows would be elevated by one level if HCP had extensive bodily contact with the patients (e.g., rolling the patient).
bThe risk category for these rows would be elevated by one level if HCP performed or were present for an aerosolizing procedure (CPR, intubation, nebulizer 
therapy).


