Lou ]ell Harris Drew People To Her

presenting.her- lectures ; ‘that

that had its
‘ beginning .in the small
Central ’I‘exas ‘town " of
Holland just a short dxstance
north- of Taylor, and
-developed through times-in_
Whitney, Huntsville,
Houston, Chicago, New York
and fmally Taylor, came to a
climax with the official, gift of
the. Ohver P: and Lou:Bell
Harris ‘home to the- Taylor
Garden Club for its use as a
garden center in1976. ;
After. an mterestmg and.
enthusiastic life in all‘the
places mentioned, plus many
others where Lou Bell spent
brief periods, Mrs. Harris
closed out her houséhold here -
and moved to: Brownwood'to
make her home- with  her
invalid ‘sister, Mrs. Fred D.-
Spencer Sr., better known:-in .
-.Taylor as Vera:. Because of
‘her love of flowers, - her
enthusiasm for Garden Club .

A’ ‘saga .

work where she’ made a

name for herself as’ ‘an
arranger -and’ table ‘setting
expert, -and, her feehng that -
the club' should *hdve “a"
permanent - headquarters

Mrs. Harris made the gift of ,'
‘her home-on Fowzer Sireet to.

“the organlzatlon of ‘which she
is"a long time member
At the age of’ 87, Mrs.
Harris finds her physica]
strength not’ keepmg up ‘with”
her: enthusxasm for life..

Cookbooks have been her
love — after her passion for
gardening and -attractive
' ‘table settings..At one time,.
- she had over 1,500 cookbooks,
. plus- a_huge number of

pamphlets garnered from-
:various-- food  ’ product
“ manufacturers,. etc:

. She-'has -always been
- gregarious, and has .often
supplied the necessary -
initiative to provide some
cultural outlet for people.in.
" towns where she has Iwed

Prior to her marrlage, she
organized the Holland
Woman's Study :Club, and
when the .club, observed: its
50th -anniversary-- in 1963
current members .were:
entertained - at Lou. Bell's
home here: At that time she:
returned to the'club the gift
that ‘the organization had
given her when she married’
‘and moved from Hol]and to.
Whitney-in 1914.

In  Whitney, she’ ‘also.
-'experlenced & need .- for “club-
activities and norgamzed ‘as
‘study " club there “ which
contmued in . exnstence fqr

" more- than 40 -years before

finally disbanding.

In ‘Taylor, she:. was the.
guiding hand in:organizing
the ‘Business.
Professional Women’s Club.

When
business interests- took the

her.

couple to ‘New York, LouBell” T
joined” the Texas Club and in- |
a brief time was elected its

president, In:that capacity, :
she was invited to be-on the

hospitality committee’ to |

welcome ‘the: V)Slf, of K g

George ‘and - Queen . Mary.
father and .mother of.the .
present Queen Elizabeth -of -

Great Britain; on their trip

the New York’ Wor}d s, Feur in’s

1939.

-She-also’ became mterwted i

in ‘bridge while i in'New York,

entered ‘her. actmnes “with

work. Not to be-daunted, she’

‘took ‘the’ chemistry courses

-and two "years ‘ater could
enJoy the Farmer “classes

decoration’

Garden | Club; she- has

partjcxpated beth as judge -
in‘many shows §:
-each year. She has’won' four y
‘national awards' for her |

‘and: exhlbltor,

arrangements psmg A

hemerocalhs ” i
So ‘expert - was her( 9

“knowledge " “of ﬂow_er 3

arrangements and of table

settings and s0 interesting
manner ¥ of_

WBS hel‘

" We: commend 1he BETR
Taylor Garden Club

on. the dedlconon
-of their new,

;and: -

‘husband’s - .

and as was-her. custom she

would not accept ou Bell as |
a student until she made up’ -
the lack by - undergraduate -

found its greatest expresswn ] i
in her flower show judging -
and : her table ‘setting” and °]
“lectures, A fc o
‘Master Judge, the: highest |
‘honor “in - the 'Texas State

She has always been
‘generous w:th her time; and
v ith

necessary: ingredients for
good  flower  shows,
interesting programs, ¢ i
improvement goals and'other
‘helps which ‘endeared her -to
club members and. to the
general public. -

'I'he gift of her. home to

Taylor Garden Club insures-a
place where projects can be
undertaken' ‘committees ‘can
meet, small flower shows can
be staged and. where the
ideals “of a. creauve and
“talented woman' can' be
‘continued.

knowledge,
enthusiasm: would:get low,
. Lou- “Bell’ wou]d ‘come fo the:
rescue and provxde the

» We congratulu're the
TAYI.OR‘ GARDEN cws
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